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WHEREAS, the use of AI has proliferated over the past three years; and

WHEREAS, the use of AI is increasingly part of our daily lives; and

WHEREAS, AI is used in employment and personal settings for seemingly everything including writing correspondence, business plans, and looking up retirement information; creating spreadsheets and formatting other documents; reading a restaurant menu (although not always accurately); creating music and making YouTube videos; finding instructions for putting together furniture; getting directions to restaurants; translating recipes into braille; setting and installing sprinklers; finding legal information (whether or not it is correct), or figuring out whether a platypus is a mammal; and

WHEREAS, AI cannot, on the other hand, be used to label household appliances such as washers and dryers, ovens, or microwaves; or put braille on papers or envelopes to identify them; and  

WHEREAS, AI requires connection to a network, but braille can be used with or without a network like in elevators or hotel corridors; and

WHEREAS, the use of AI does not negate the importance of learning to read and write braille to create braille labels, draw diagrams, and create tactile maps; identify elevator buttons, room numbers, and other braille signage; or use a braille display to read information on the computer, or a stand-alone braille display to read a book or take notes; and 

WHEREAS, recently a braille teacher in a California center that provides braille instruction was told by a Department of Rehabilitation counselor that the counselor is not sending clients to the center to learn braille anymore because, unbelievably, AI negates the need to learn to use braille: Now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of California in convention assembled this fifteenth day of March, 2026, in the city of Anaheim, California, that this organization condemns and deplores the preposterous idea that the use of AI negates the need to learn and use braille; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization urges all California rehabilitation counselors who think there is no longer a need for braille to spend time with employed proficient braille users to learn the irreplacible benefits of braille; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization urges Sue Pelbath, Deputy Director of the Specialized Services Division of the Department of Rehabilitation, to ensure that the Department of Rehabilitation includes presentations by proficient braille users in its required annual SB 105 trainings.

